
  

  

Dear John F. Kennedy Community, 

Welcome to the 2015 - 2016 School year. I am very happy to be returning for my third year as the principal of John F. Ken-
nedy High School. Last year was a phenomenal year, which brought with it many accomplishments and much recognition. This 

was well deserved and is a testament to the hard work and commitment of the students, staff, and greater Titan community to 

establish our school as an institution of excellence and pride. The 2014-2015 school year ended with the state of California 
recognizing and honoring our school as a Gold Ribbon California Distinguished School. As this year unfolds, I am eager to see 

the continued growth of our student achievement, community involvement and most of all, Titan pride.  

This year, Kennedy will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary. We will celebrate this anniversary throughout the school year in a 
number of different ways. Please check School Loop and the JFK website for updates and events, please join us in celebrating 

50 years of excellence. 

As usual, the new year has brought with it some new changes. The biggest change is that FUSD has changed the support of 

Title I schools from elementary schools to secondary schools. This means for the first time ever, Kennedy High School will re-
ceive Title I funding, and will follow the protocol as a Title I school. This will require our school to create parent groups and 

teacher groups which will focus on a plan and way of investing federal money to best benefit the students at JFK. As part of 
this process, you will notice in the MAZE mailer, there is an application for Free and Reduced Lunch that is to be filled out by 

every family and brought to Maze Day. This form is the basis for determining the direction and types of programming for the 
coming year. Please remember to fill out this form even if you do not feel you will qualify. This will help fulfill the school goal of 

accurately identifying every student whom we can assist in providing equity and opportunity at JFK. 

The goal for this year is to continue to build on the success of the last two years. Last year, 24 JFK athletic teams qualified to 

be scholar teams by having a 3.0 GPA or higher. There were increases in the number of students who took AP and Honors 
classes (evidence that students are being exposed to rigorous coursework). The number of JFK students who took AP Tests 

doubled from that of 2014. The staff has continued to incorporate CER (Claims Evidence Reasoning) and three common strate-
gies into lessons which have proven to help students access higher level thinking skills. These strategies are referred to as 

“The Big Three”. When applied in the classroom and at home, these strategies help students better analyze and process what 

they are learning. They are (1) Annotation, (2) Cornell Notes, and (3) Compare and Contrast. Last year, our goal was to have 
these strategies present in at least 33% of our classrooms when visiting at random. Last year, we also successfully adminis-

tered the new SBAC tests to all 11th graders with great success. In short, Kennedy has met the rigorous demands of planning 
Common Core Lessons and preparing students for the next generation of standardized testing. 

 
Over the past two years, I have had the privilege to meet many parents and students who are proud to be Titans. I have 

watched this community take responsibility and action needed to build upon the success of previous years. I can say with pride 
that we have answered this call and gone beyond expectations in achieving success in all areas, and we have done so at high 

levels.  

 
I have no doubt that this will be a year of continued growth and success for Kennedy. All of these changes are positive ones 

which will continue to increase the opportunities and experiences of our students. As always, I continue to encourage all mem-
bers of this community to get involved and be as active as possible.  Make an effort to attend parent conferences, college 

nights, student performances, and athletic events to help support the students.  Take every opportunity to become a member 
of this Titan family and join us as we continue to bring pride and excellence to John F. Kennedy High School. 

Go Titans! 

Edward Velez 
Principal, John F. Kennedy High School. 

 

Build Trust. Build Capacity. Achieve Success. 

John F. Kennedy High School  

Parent/ Community Newsletter 
August Newsletter 2015 

REMINDER 
Items Mailed Home for Maze Day:  Emergency Card, Emergency Release, Parent/Student Signature Form, 

Child Nutrition Application. 

If you have not received these items in the mail by 8/10/15, please call 510.657.4070, x27306 



  

  

We follow State and District 

guidelines in attendance: If you 

fail to call on the day of your stu-

dent’s absence, we will attempt to 

contact you at home or work.  If 

we fail to make contact with you, 

your student must bring a note 

explaining the absence on the day 

he or she returns or within three 

days of the absence.  Saturday 

School is assigned for unexcused 

absences, so please clear any le-

gitimate absences  to avoid  any 

unnecessary disciplinary action.  

To insure the safety of every stu-

dent, an Off Grounds pass must 

be obtained before a student 

leaves campus.  Please schedule 

medical appointments after school 

hours when possible. However, if 

your student must visit a doctor 

during the day, he or she  must 

obtain an Off Grounds Pass from 

the front office.  Failure to obtain 

an Off Grounds Pass may result 

in Saturday School. 

Currently we have a Responsi-

bility Center (RC).  Students 

can be sent to the RC Center 

by a staff member to redirect 

student behavior and focus 

students on their work.  The 

RC Center may be used as an 

on-site suspension at the dis-

cretion of  a School Adminis-

trator. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Attendance 

 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 Block 1 8:00 - 9:25 

 Brunch 9:25 - 9:35 

 Block 2 9:40 - 11:05 

 Block 3 11:10 - 12:35 

 Lunch 12:35 - 1:05 

 Advisory 1:10 - 1:30 

 Block 4 1:35 - 3:00 

 

Wednesday Schedule 

 Block 1 8:35 - 9:45 

 Brunch 9:45 - 9:55 

 Home Room 10:00 - 10:23 

 Block 2 10:28 - 11:38 

 Lunch 11:38 - 12:08 

 Block 3 12:13 - 1:23 

 Block 4 1:28 - 2:38 

MINIMUM DAYS/FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

FOR THE 2014/2015 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Minimum Days 

Aug 26, 2015 8:35 - 12:30 

Sept 22, 2015 8:00 - 12:30 

Oct 27, 2015 8:00 - 12:30 

Nov 20, 2015 8:00 - 12:30 

Dec 18, 2015  8:00 - 12:30 

Jan  25, 2016 8:00 - 12:30 

Mar 24, 2016 8:00 - 12:30 

May 27, 2016 8:00 - 12:30 

 

Finals Schedules and Dates 

Finals -  January 21 8:00 - 12:25 

Finals - January 22 8:00 - 12:25 

Finals  -  June 7  8:00 - 12:25 

Finals  -  June 8  8:00 - 12:25 

Bell Schedule 2015/2016 

The 2015-2016  school year starts on 

Wednesday, August 26. Revised Board Pol-

icy states students must be in class the 

first day of school (August 26, 2015) or 

risk losing their space at their assigned 

school. If the student is not in class the first 

day of school, the student may be transferred 

to another site on the second day of school if  

classrooms at the original school are full.  

This change will not apply to students who 

are ill if the child's parent/guardian informs 

the school. Previous Board Policy allowed for 

three days of absences before students risked 

losing space at their assigned school. 
 

Student attendance is extremely important to 

assure student success!  In the block sched-

ule, each school day missed is the equivalent 

of two days of instruction in a traditional 

school schedule.  If your student must be ab-

sent from school, please call the attendance 

office and ask for your student’s attendance 

clerk at 510-657-4070 and dial the correct 

extension below.  You may dial the extension 

as soon as you hear the recording begin. 

 

ALL  students  whose last names begin 

with: 

A-D  TBA  -  #27-022 

E-K  Mrs. Martinez - #27-024 

L-Q  Mrs. Gonzales - #27-020 

R-Z  Mrs. Black - #27-026 



  

  

New  FUSD Board  Policy 



  

  

August 
18th Senior Maze Day – 8:00-10:00 

18th   Junior Maze Day – 12:00-2:00 

19th Sophomore Maze Day – 8:00-10:00 

19th Freshmen Maze Day – 12:00-3:00 

26th First Day of School – Minimum Day 

 8:35-12:30 
 

September 
3rd Back to School Night 6:30  

7th Labor Day – No School 

10th Seniors to Water World  

22nd Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

24th College Night—6:00  

26th JFK 50th Anniversary Celebration 
 

October 
1st Picture Make-Up Day  

8th College Night, Senior Parents – 6:00 

8th College Application Lab 

14th PSAT—During School 

14th Parent Conferences 3:30-6:30  

14-15 College Application Lab 

15th Parent Conferences 5:00-8:00  

19th Homecoming Week begins 

21st College Application Lab 

23rd Homecoming Game @ TAK,  Var-7:00 

24th Homecoming Dance 7:00-10:00 

27th Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

28th College Application Lab 

28th End of Semester 1 
 

November 
3rd College Application Lab 

5th Blood Drive 

5th College Application Lab 

9th College Application Lab 

11th Veteran’s Day No School 

12th College Night, Freshman Parents 

17-19 College Application Labs 

20th Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

23-26 Thanksgiving Break 
 

December 
2nd Private School Application Lab 

10th Winter Concert - 7:30 

18th Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

21-31 Winter Break – No School 
 

 

January 
1st Winter Break – No School 

4th Return to School 

7th Spectrum of  The Arts 

14th College Night, Sophomore Parents 

18th Martin Luther King Day No School 

21 & 22    Finals Schedule 8:00-12:25 

23rd    Winter Ball 7-11  

25th Term 2 begins/Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

29th Winter Rally 
 

February 
4th Back to School Night 6:30 

11th College Night, Junior Parents 

15th  President’s Day – No School 
 

March 
7-11  Multi-Cultural Week.  

9th  Parent Conferences 3:30-6:30  

10th Parent Conferences 5:00-8:00  

10th International Night 8:00 

24th End of Semester 3/ Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

25-31 Spring Break 
 

April 
1st Spring Break 

4th Return to School 

28th Blood Drive 
 

May 
2-13 AP Testing 

20th End of Year Rally 

26th Spring Concert/50th Anniversary Closing 

27th Minimum Day 8:00-12:30 

30th Memorial Day – No School 
 

June 
1-2 Senior Finals—Regular Schedule 

2nd Senior Awards Night 6:00 

7th Senior Check Out 

7th   Finals – 8:00-12:25 

8th Finals – 8:00-12:25—Last Day of School 

8th Graduation Rehearsal @TAK 9:30 

9th JFK Graduation @ TAK, 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

2015-2016 Calendar - John F. Kennedy High School 

Dates subject to change.  For most up to date information, check our website calendar at jfkhs.org 



  

  



  

  

EMERGENCY CARD 
  Please complete the Emergency Card  with current information for your student. It 

is absolutely critical that the school be able to reach either a parent/guardian or other desig-

nated adult in case of an emergency.  This card was mailed to each student and must be re-

turned on MAZE Day to receive a class schedule. 

 

HAVE YOU RECENTLY MOVED? 
Do not rely on the emergency card to notify the school you have moved.  We may not know you 

have moved for some weeks unless you specifically tell the office staff of your address and 

phone number changes. 

Our Website address is jfkhs.org 
Please visit our frequently updated website.  It is full of information regard-

ing notices from FUSD, minimum day schedules, testing dates, athletic 

schedules and highlights, meetings, dances, concerts, college and career plan-

ning, senior events, daily campus announcements, picture days, club meet-

ings and all information regarding happenings at Kennedy.  Stay informed! 

If you are not on-line, you can ask your student to print important informa-

tion in the school library.  Each page on our website can be translated into 

many languages. 

SERVICE LEARNING 

The 2016 graduates are required to complete 40 hours of Service Learning before graduation.  Service 

Learning is not the same as Community Service; it must be connected to an academic area.  Service 

Learning must be pre-approved and verified by the Service Learning Coordinator.  Please address 

any questions you might have to the Coordinator, Ms. Dee Clark at x27114, dclark@fremont.k12.ca.us  

More information can be found at jfkhs.org/Students/Service Learning 

Technology/Notice of Rights/Consent to Release 
Parent/Guardian & Student Handbook is available on the FUSD district website under: Parents & Students 

Directory/ Parent Resources/ Parent/Guardian & Student Handbook.  Students will receive a hard copy 

of the handbook on MAZE Day when they receive their schedule. The Technology/Notice of Rights/Consent 

Form was included in the mailed packet and  MUST be completed and returned at Maze Day.   

The Signature Form is very important as we use this form to release information on your student to the 

military, colleges, prospective employers and news media.  

Child Nutrition Applications (English and Spanish) for the Free/Reduced Lunch Program  have 

been mailed home in the MAZE packet and are also available on the FUSD Web Site: 

www.fremont.k12.ca.us.  Please fill out the application. This form is the basis for determining the direction 

and types of programming for the coming year. Please remember to fill out this form even if you do not feel 

you will qualify. This will help fulfill the school goal of accurately identifying every student whom we can 

assist in providing equity and opportunity at JFK. 



  

  
 

 

Physical Education Clothing 
All students participating in gym classes are required to change from regular school clothing into clothes that are 

modest, functional, and appropriate for physical education.  This year a P.E. uniform will be worn as follows: 

 Black shorts with Kennedy logo or plain black knit shorts 

 Ash colored shirt with Kennedy logo or plain ash colored t-shirt 

 Socks 

 Athletic shoes (any color) 

 Black sweatshirts with Kennedy logo may be substituted with plain ash or plain black sweatshirts 

 Black sweatpants with Kennedy logo may be substituted with black shorts or plain black t-shirt 

The above-mentioned items are available during the first few weeks of school through the PE Department.  They will 

not be available during MAZE Day.     In the event of financial hardship, please don’t hesitate to call us at               

510-657-4070, ext. 27256 

Cash or Checks Only.  Please make 

checks out to JFKHS 

 
 

Work Permit Application:  

If a student is under 18 and is working, they need a permit! Permits must be renewed each school year. 

Please see Mrs. Clark in room 114 for an application. In order to work, a student must have good atten-

dance, pass every class and have a 2.0 GPA. A social security card will also be needed to finish the ap-

plication process.  

We Need You!! 
 

Kennedy High School is looking for parent representatives to serve on the following impor-

tant committees: 

 School Site Council 

 Gate  

 Safety Committee 

 Ethnic Race Relations 

 ELAC—We are looking for parents who speak languages other than English at home for our ELAC 

committee.  Please contact Dr. Silvia Carrillo at 657-4070-ext. 27016 to join this important commit-

tee. 

 Citizens’ Bond Oversite Committee: If you would like more information about the Committee or you 

would like to apply to become a member, please contact the office of Robert Pascual, Director of 

Accounting, at 510-659-2577 or visit the District website at http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/

domain/3365. 

 

Please call the school secretary,  Mrs. Angelyn Kiester, at 657-4070, ext. 27306 for more information. 

PE Clothes  
Shirt $12.00     S   M   L   XL 

Shorts  $15.00     S   M   L   XL 

Sweatshirt $15.00     S   M   L   XL 

Sweatpants $15.00     S   M   L   XL 

Entire Uniform $57.00 

School Loop 
 

Stay up to date with your students grades, assignments, classes and all events related to JFK by registering 

for School Loop.  You may also receive notices and important school information right to your email.  To reg-

ister, go to the JFK website front page at jfkhs.org and click on the School Loop link. 

http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/domain/3365
http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/domain/3365


  

  

John F. Kennedy High School 

Emergency Release Form 

In case of school closure due to disaster, I have talked with my student and instructed him/her to do the following:  

(Check one only) 

□ Remain at school until I or person(s) designated below pick him/her up. 

 Designated person(s):      Phone #:     

 

 Designated person(s):      Phone #:     

 

 Designated person(s):      Phone #:     

 

□ Leave school and proceed directly home. 

 

□ Leave school and proceed to the following address: 

_____________________________              

 

List any medical and/or other special problem that should be known: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               

 

I understand that once a student is released from school, the school has no way to be certain of his/her whereabouts or 

safety. 

 

               

Student name (please print)    Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY  

 Name:      

 

Student Checked Out:            

 

Date:      Time:        

 

Released To:     Relationship:       

 

Student’s Stated Designation:           

 

Checked Out By:   



  

  
JOHN   F.  KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL 

  

PARKING PERMIT CONTRACT 2015-2016—WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED   $ 15.00 

The granting of a student parking permit is subject to the following regulations:  

 The Student must have a valid driver’s license; 

 The Student must provide current proof of insurance (card or copy of policy); 

 The Student may not register more than one (1) car per permit; 

 Any change in the information below must be reported to the business office within 48 hours; 

 Student vehicles must be parked in the south lot only, and within the lines of marked stalls; 

 A speed limit of 5 miles per hour must be observed at all times.  Exhibitionist driving will 

result in issuance of a ticket and the permanent loss of parking privileges; 

 Drivers will grant pedestrians the right-of-way at all times; 

 There will be NO LOITERING in or about vehicles, or in the parking lot; 

 Parking permits are NOT TRANSFERABLE; 

 All school rules, City of Fremont municipal codes, and CA DMV codes apply at all times; 

 No passengers may be transported in the bed of trucks - Doing so will result in the loss of the permit; 

Student Drivers of unregistered vehicles, vehicles without permits, vehicles with improperly displayed permits, and illegally 

parked vehicles will be subjected to disciplinary actions and incur a $5.00 debt for each occurrence.  

************************************************************************************* 

I have read the above rules and regulations and agree to abide by them at all times.  I understand that any violation of the 

above will be cause for disciplinary action including detention and/or suspension from school. 

 

_________________________________________   ___________________________________________ 

  PRINT PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME   PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE 

 

_________________________________________   ___________________________________________ 

  PRINT STUDENT’S NAME    STUDENT’S SIGNATURE 

 

Driver’s license # ______________________  Auto(s) Insured by:_________________________ 

 

License Expiration date:_________________  Insurance Expiration date:___________________ 

                  

   Vehicle       

      

 Make: _____________________________   

 Year:              

 Color:____________________________   

 License Plate #          

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

 Permit #      

 

 Date:      

 



  

  
              

MAZE DAY/ ORIENTATION INFORMATION 

Day and Times: 

Please arrive during your assigned time slot based on grade and alphabet.  
 

 

   

 
 
          
 
 
 
         
        
         

ARE YOU READY FOR MAZE DAY? 
Please bring this Maze Day Checklist to assist you.  All optional forms may be found on the JFK website 

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS!!!!!  Credit cards can now be used to make purchases for any 

ASB JFK purchase.  This includes ASB sticker, Yearbook, and class packages. The card and the 

person to whom the card is registered must be present.  

LOCKER INFO: Lockers may be reserved during Maze (August 18-19). 

Find an empty locker, sign up for that # locker at the designated table in back Quad.  Please come with 
THREE or more choices.  First come, first served. 

After you have completed MAZE and received your locker assignment, find your locker and place a lock on it.  
This will insure that no one else takes your locker.  If you do not sign up for a locker during  Maze, you will 
need to sign up in the front office after school begins.  

Seniors (Class of 2016)  

Tuesday, August 18 

A– L  8:00—9:00am 

M –Z  9:00—10:00am  

Juniors (Class of 2017): 

Tuesday, August 18 

A– L  12:00—1:00 pm 

M –Z  1:00—2:00pm  

Sophomores (Class of 2018): 

Wednesday, August 19 

A– L  8:00—9:00am 

M –Z  9:00—10:00am  

Freshman (Class of 2019): 

Wednesday, August 19 

A– L  12:00—1:30 pm 

M –Z  1:30—3:00pm  

In order for students to get their schedules, you 

must bring these items to Maze Day 

____ Emergency Card (mailed home) 

_____Emergency Release Form (mailed home) 

_____Signature Form (mailed home)  

_____Child Nutrition Application (mailed home)

  

  VARSITY JACKETS 
 

JFK's Athletic Department supports the tradition of the Letter Jacket.  
JacketBack will be at Maze Day (August 18-19) to help answer any questions.  
Please view their flier on the JFK website under  About & Departments, and then 
Athletics . 

Checklist for optional items to bring to Maze Day: 

_____ Parking Permission Form 

_____ Booster Membership Form and check 

_____ PTSA Membership Form and check 

_____  Picture order form and check 

_____  Check/Cash/Credit for Student package 

_____ Extra money for Titan Gear  (see JFK website for options) 

_____ 12th Grade Water World Permission Slip:  -Found 

online 



  

  
 

2015-2016 Maze Day Packages 

Class of 2017 Junior Package: $234.00 

Package includes tickets to Homecoming and Winter Ball dances, Yearbook, ASB Sticker, Prom, Home-

coming shirt, one lock, and a student planner.  

 

Note: Prom tickets go up to $105.00 after Maze Day  and will stay this price until January 31, 2016.  

From February 1—28 tickets are $115.00.  From March 1—24 tickets are $125, Tickets will not be 

sold after March 24, 2016.  

Class of 2018 Sophomore Package: $139.00 

Package includes tickets to Homecoming and Winter Ball dances, Yearbook, ASB Sticker, Homecoming 

shirt, one lock, and a student planner.  

 

Note: Students need two locks—PE and book locker 

Class of 2019 Freshman Package: $131.00 

Package includes tickets to Homecoming and Winter Ball dances, Yearbook, ASB Sticker, a Kennedy T-

Shirt, a lock, and a student planner.  

 

Note: Students need two locks—PE and book locker 

 All Color Yearbook/ASB  Combo $90.00   
*After Maze sold separately    

 All Color Yearbook only $75.00  
       *After Maze day, price goes up to $80.00    

 ASB Sticker only $25.00 
        *After Maze day, price goes up to  $30.00   

 Senior Picnic/Water World (September 10) $65.00   
*After Maze day, price goes up to $70.00          
* Vegetarian option available must note at MAZE  

 Prom $ 95.00  
* After Maze Day, prices go to $105.00.   

 Senior Week only  $15.00                               

 Locks $5.00     

 Planners $5.00    

 Parking permit $15.00 
 *Must have a valid license and insurance on the spot  

 Homecoming & Winter Ball Dance Tickets $12 w/ASB, $15 
w/o ASB, $20 at the door  

 Homecoming Shirts: 10th-$15, 11th-$15, 12th-$18 
        Last day to order, September 18th. 
        *After Maze Day, prices go to 10th &11th-$18.00 and 12th-

$20.00 

                              

Individual Prices:  

                              

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

         

 

 

Not included in Packages :  

Name Plate for Yearbook $5.00   Athletic Year-Long Home Game Pass $70.00          Titan Gear Cost Varies 

NOTE: ALL OF THESE ITEMS CAN BE WRITTEN IN ONE CHECK MADE OUT TO JFKHS.  

CREDIT CARDS CAN BE TAKEN FOR ABOVE ITEMS ONLY!!!!    

 Class of 2016 Senior Package: $317.00 (GRAD NITE NOT INCLUDED) 

Package includes a ticket to WaterWorld (September * Vegetarian option available, must note at MAZE ), 

Tickets to  Homecoming and Winter Ball dances, Yearbook, ASB Sticker, Prom, Homecoming Shirt, 

Senior Week Ticket (Senior breakfast, senior BBQ, Senior Slide Show, Sober Grad presentation pro-

vided by Fremont Police Department, and more), one lock, and a student planner.  

 

Note: Prom tickets go up to $105.00 after Maze Day  and will stay this price until January 31, 2016.  

From February 1—28 tickets are $115.00.  From March 1—24 tickets are $125, Tickets will not be 

sold after March 24, 2016.  

 

Water World goes up to $70.00 after Maze day and tickets will stop being sold on Friday, September 4  

by Lunch.  



  

  



  

  

 



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  

ARE YOU TAKING THE SCHOOL BUS NEXT YEAR? 
 

FUSD bus passes for the 2015-2016 School Year will be 
sold at the Transportation Department beginning: 

 
Monday, August 3, 2015 

 
Transportation Department Office 

43770 S Grimmer Blvd 
Fremont, CA  94538 

(510) 657-1450 
 

Monday through Friday  
7:30 AM and 4:00 PM 

 

 

SCHOOL BUS FARES SCHOOL YEAR 2015-2016 

 

                PASS TYPE                                               FARES 

 

*Annual passes can be paid for on a 10-month payment plan using 

a debit or credit card. 

  Annual Round Trip = $67.00 per month  

  Annual One Way =     $39.00 per month 

*ANNUAL  ROUND TRIP $654.00 

  

*ANNUAL ONE WAY $370.00 

  

SEMESTER ROUND TRIP $370.00 

  

SEMESTER ONE WAY $209.00 


